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PETER CLEVELAND

I am a versatile senior film technician, cine 
mechanist specializing in motion control, 
motion capture and rigging.  I also have a strong 
rope technician and welder/fitter background.  
I am a highly accomplished best boy grip, 
motion control engineer and a very experienced 
senior special effects technician.  I am very 
proficient and qualified in MIG/TIG and Stick 
welding whether it is in workshop situation, 
fabrication or a maintenance environment. I 
am very well organized, able to prioritize and 
meet deadlines. I am good at communicating 
with people at all levels, approachable and able 
to build relationships quickly.  I am excellent at 
reading and working from detailed drawings as 
well as having a remarkable ability to diagnose 
problems and determine appropriate action. I 
am highly accomplished in onsite breakdowns 
with such things as automated machinery, 
mechanical equipment, camera systems and  
systems failure varying in environments from 
forestry, automated high speed bottling plants 
to the film and entertainment industry.

PERSONAL STATEMENT
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Image : A High Speed tracking rig for 3D camera system 
that I operated for the Rugby World Cup.



Image : Aerial Flying Rig that I designed and operated for Douglas Wright Dance Company in the 
production of ‘Buried Venus’ that toured internationally.
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SKILLS
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PETER CLEVELAND

I have a very broad skill set with a 
remarkable work ethic and an exceptional 
physical dexterity.
 

Precision work:  Versatile at welding to a very 
high standard in aluminium, stainless steel 
and steel, solid skills in use of hand and power 
tools, accuracy in reading plans and technical 
manuals, handling and setting machinery 
correctly, working carefully and quickly with a 
keen eye for detail, maintain accurate records, 
work in high and awkward places safely, ability 
to implement and evolve systems, uncommon 
ability with rigging and technical rope access. 

Conversant in: Auto Desk 3Ds Max, Rockwell, 
Vectron and Festo Control systems, Welders, 
Press Brake, Lathe, Mill, Drill Press, Hydraulic 
Press, Guillotine, Cut-off saws, Cranes, Techno 
crane, GF-8 Crane, Pegasus Crane,  Fisher 
Ten Dolly, Phantom Slider, Pal Finger – 3006, 
Loadstar, Chain Hoists, Wire rope winches, 
Comealongs, Tirfor, Industiral Loose tackle 
(ropes, karabiners, harnesses),round slings, 
shackles, hiload chain, Wire rope,  helicopters, 
boats, Megadecks, Scaffolding, Staging, 
Blasting, Industrial Painting, use of many 
different types of welding equipment.

Time management and performance: 
Meeting deadlines, setting priorities, planning 
and preparing logistics and overseeing a team 
of specialists.

Personal: Honest, reliable, dedicated, perform 
well under stressful conditions, excellent 
verbal and written communication skills, well 
developed problem solving skills and an ability 
to work unsupervised.

Image : I was integral in the look development, blue 
screen solution, modelling and installation of this 7 Axis 
high speed cable cam rig on ‘Spartacus’.
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FILM CREDITS TABLE

Film Position Release Date Company

Spartacus (cable TV) Best Boy Grip and 2010,2011 Pacific Renaissance 

Seasons 1-4 Motion Control Engineer 2012,2013

Evil Dead (Film) Rigging Grip 2013 Evil Dead Productions

The Emperor (Film) Scenic Fabricator 2012 Emperor Productions

Yogi Bear (Film) Grip 2010 Warner Brothers

Hopes and Dreams (Film) Grip 2010 NZ Film Fund

Dean Buchanan (Documentary) Alpine Grip 2008 Artsville

Hold You Here (Music Video) Key Grip 2007 NZ On Air

Tiki Tane (Music Video) Mechanist 2007 NZ On Air

Yulia (Music Video) Camera Operator 2006 Sony BMG

SJD (Music Video) Mechanist 2005 Simon Taylor

Narnia (Film) SPFX Snow Supervisor 2005 Lampost Productions

Good Year (TVC) Engineer 2004 Shoot NZ

The Last Samurai (Film) SPFX Technician 2003 Warner Brothers

Without A Paddle (Film) SPFX Technician/Rigger 2004 Paramount

The Water Giant (Film) Crane Grip 2005 Universal Studios

Auto trader (TVC) Grip 2002 Flying Fish

Acuvue (TVC) Key Rigger 2002 Slater Films

Visa (TVC) Snr SPFX Technician 2002 Shoot NZ

Bank Of America (TVC) Snr SPFX Technician 2002 Slater Films

B.M.W (TVC) Snr SPFX Technician 2001 Flying Fish

Honey Monster (TVC) Key Stunt Rigger 2001 Silversrceen

Extreme Team (Film) Rigging Grip/Engineer 2001 EXT Productions

Mitsubishi (TVC) Snr SPFX Technician 2001 Mo Films

The Lost World (Tele Feature) Snr SPFX Technician 2001 BBC

Nestle (TVC) Snr SPFX Technician 2001 T.H.E

Stella Artois (TVC) Snr SPFX Technician 2001 T.H.E

Honda (TVC) Snr SPFX Technician 2001 Kiwi Productions

Ford X R 8 (TVC) Key Rigger 2001 Slater Films

Peugeot 206 (TVC) Snr SPFX Technician 2000 Shoot NZ

China (IMAX Film) Key NZ Rigger 2001 Warner Brothers

The Vertical Limit (Film) SPFX Rigger 2000 Sony Pictures

Xena (TV series) SPFX Technician 1999 Pacific Renaissance

Hercules (TV Series) SPFX Technician 1998 Pacific Renaissance

ASB (TVC) Rigger 1996 Silverscreen
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ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY TABLE

Event Position Year Company

Queenstown Winter Festival Designer 2001 Air NZ

Lulu and The Hollies Crew Chief/rigger 2001 Millbrook

Warbirds Over Wanaka Key Rigger 2000 Warbirds

Hangup Entertainment Rigger 2000 Hangup

Great China Circus Rigger 1999 Hangup

KEA Conference Mechanist 1999 Lakes District Council

Aotea Centre Acting Head Mechanist 1999 The Edge

Aotea Centre Deputy Mechanist 1998 The Edge

Phantom of the Opera Flyman 1997 The Useful Group

Band Touring-Bush,

Pennywise,Sting,Sonic Youth

Production Assistant 1996-1997 Frontier Touring

Love Off The Shelf Head Mechanist 1997 LOS Ltd

Big Day Out Flying Fox Designer & Rigger 1995-1997 BDO

Hero Party Rigging designer/ Audio Engineer 1995-1997 Hero

Classical Spectacular Rigging designer/ Flyman 1997 Angela Main

Dead Flowers Guitar Technician/ Backline 1996-1997 Dead Flowers

Bailter Space Guitar Technician 1996 -1997 Bailter Space

Headless Chickens Monitor Engineer/Guitar Tech 1996 Headless Chickens

Auckland Ballet Rigger 1996 Auckland Ballet

Buried Venus Flying designer/ Flyman 1996 Douglas Wright Dance Ltd

Circus Of Angels Flyman 1996 Circa Theatre

Pumpkin Head Guitar Tech/ Stage Manager 1995-1996 Pumpkin Head

Opel Car Launch Rigger/ Flyman 1996 Opel

Jaguar Car XJ8 Launch Mechanist/ Flyman 1996 Jaguar

Peter Andre Pyro Tech/ Keyboard Tech 1996 Frontier Touring

Barton Sound Systems Audio Techn/ Rigger 1995-1996 BSS

Supergroove Guitar Tech/Stage Manger/ Rigger 1994-1995 Supergroove

Jointforce Audio Technician 1995 Jointforce

Jesus Christ Superstar Rigger/ Radio Microphone Tech 1995 Harry M Miller

International Festival of the Arts Head Flyman (St James Theatre) 1994 International Festival of the Arts

Holy Sinner Rigger 1994 Inside Out Productions

Orientation Lighting Designer 1994 Victoria University

U2 Rigger 1994 Peter Grumley

Dance of the Aphrodite Rigger/ Flyman 1993 Commotion Company

The Private Function Lighting Designer/ Rigger 1993 VUSA

Armadillo Rock Festival Lighting Designer/ Rigger 1993 Armadillo

Wellington Festival and Convention Theatre Technician 1990-1994 Wellington City Council

International Festival of the Arts House Technician ( National Library) 1992 International Festival of the Arts

ANZ Wine and Food Festival LX Crew 1992 Grouse Lighting

Crowded House LX/ Follow spot Op 1992 Robbie Peters

Simply Red LX/ Follow spot Op 1992 Simply Red (WGTN)

Joe Cocker LX/ Follow spot Op 1992 Joe Cocker (WGTN)

Black Crows LX/ Follow spot Op 1992 Black Crows (WGTN)

Deep Grooves Lighting Designer 1992 Grouse Lighting

Devotion Rigger/ Flyman 1992 Devotion

Bats Theatre House Technician and Bar Manager 1990-1991 Bats Theatre

ACDC Loader 1991 Oak Park

Dire Straights Loader 1991 Oak Park

NZ International Festival of the Arts Mechanist 1991 International Festival of the Arts
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Image : The Evil Force Aerial Rig  that whilst in the capacity of my position as Rigging Grip, I designed 
and fabricated for ‘Evil Dead’. 
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Image : ‘These are matters of pride’ a multi media art work designed by Malcolm Harrison that I was 
commissioned to rig in the Galleria, Parliament House (www.parliament.nz).
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PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Infratel 

ABC Ltd 

Harrison and Watkins 

Scott Automation 

Calmac Engineering 

Cardrona Ski Field 

Morgan Machine and Marine 

Discovery Channel World Series

Air NZ Queenstown Winter Festival

Southern Traverse 

Geovert Nevis Bluff Geological 
Stabilization

2013

2011-2012

2011-2012

2010

2004-2009

2002-2004

2001

2001

2001

2000

2000

Telecommunications Rigger 
(Employee)

Telecommunications Engineer 
and Onsite Foreman (Contract)

Welder/fitter/fabricator 
(Contract )

Welder/fitter (6 Month Contract)

Welder/fitter/fabricator 
(Employee)

Ski School Terrain Technician 
(Seasonal Contract)

Welder/fitter (Employee)

Rigging Supervisor

Designer

Rigger

Rigger
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PROFESSIONAL TRAINING AND 
CERTIFICATIONS

Workplace Comprehensive First Aid

Fall Arrest Systems Course

Pole Top Rescue Course

AS/NZ 2980 (FCAW) Overhead

Expires 2015

Unit standards achieved 15757 & 23229

Unit Standard achieved 17025

Welding certified all positions

OTHER INFORMATION

Marital Status 

Place of Birth

Health

Married

Wellington, New Zealand

Excellent

Image : Red camera bonnet mount rig  built for a  car chase sequence.
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REFERENCES

Gareth Robinson
Managing Director

		                Dolly Did It Ltd
Auckland

0275833434
                                         thedollydidit@gmail.com				 
		

Aaron Morton
Cinematographer

Auckland
021677331

aaron@aaronmorton.com

Michael Hurst
Director/Producer

Auckland
021994348

michaelhurst@orcon.net.nz

Image : A 36 DSLR camera array I researched, developed, 
built and operated whilst working on ‘Spartacus’.



Video:  Footage from Phantom Slider rig that whilst in the capacity of my position as Best Boy Grip I 
researched, developed, fabricated and operated on ‘Spartacus’. (please press link to watch)

Video: The Phantom Slider high speed positional tracking rig that whilst in the capacity of my position as 
Best Boy Grip, I researched, designed, fabricated and operated on ‘Spartacus’ ( please click link to watch)
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Video:  The Phantom Slider high speed positional tracking rig that whilst in the capacity of my position 
as Best Boy Grip I researched, designed, fabricated and operated on ‘Spartacus’ (please press link to 
watch)
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